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(57) Abstract: A heanbiirn and reflux disease treat mcni apparatus 
for surgical applicaiioii in the abdomen of a patient comprises an ad- 
justable re-siriclion device (2) adapied lo engage Ihe stomach close lo 
the cardia or es(^phagus to form a resincted food passageway in the 
stomach or esophagus of the patient. A post -operation adjustment 
device ( 1 2) is designed to mechanically adjust the restriction device, 
prelerably in a non-invasive manner, to enlarge or resirici the food 
pas.sageway. The treatment apparatus allows post-operation daily ad- 
jusimenis of the resiriciion device to enlarge the food passageway 
when the patient eals and to restrict of close the food passageway be- 
tween meal.s. 
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According to rule 13.2, an international application shall 
relate to one invention only or a group of inventions linked 
by one or more of the same or corresponding "special technical 
features"/ i^e. features that define a contribution v/hich each 
of the inventions, considered as a v^?hole, makes over the pricr 
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Such a link betv-s^een all the subject of claims 1-120 v;ould be 
the post- operation adjustment device designed to mechanically . 
adjust the restriction device. An invention comprising this 
feature is disclosed in the documents US 5771903 A or US 
5938669 A. The documents reveal a restriction band that 
includes a post-operation adjustment device designed to 
mechanically (filling a cavity in the band with a liquid) 
adjust the band. 

According the following inventions were found: 

1. Claims 1-11, 34-36, 44-120 directed to a heartburn 
and reflux disease treatment apparatus comprising a post- 
operation adjustment device disigned to mechanically adjust a 
restriction device . 

2. Claims 12-27, 32, 33 directed to a heartburn and reflux 
disease treatment apparatus, wherein the adjustment device is 
adapted to adjust the longitudinal extension of an elongated 
restriction device . 

3. Claims 28-31 directed to a heartburn and reflux disease 
treatment apparatus, wherein the adjustment device is adapted 
to turn pivoted elements of a restriction device. 

4. Claims 37 directed to heartburn and reflux disease 
treatment apparatus v/herein the adjustment device is adapted 
to pull a first portion of a restriction member from a second 
of a restriction member opposite the first portion. 

5. Claims 38-39 directed to a heartburn and reflux disease 
treatment apparatus wherein the adustment device is adapted to 

•squeeze the stomach betv/een tv;o elements. 

6. Claims 40-43 directed to a heartburn and reflux disease 

treatment apparatus v;herein the adjustment device is adapted to 
bend a portion of the stomach or esophagus. 
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